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VenmSi 9** die Maxi, 1866. 



Names of the Members of the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Keturn for the Borough of 
Sligo: 

Sii- John Hanmer, Bart. I Hon. Frederick Leveson Gower. 

Charles Aaron Moody, Esq. | Hon. Bobert Windsor Clive. 

Chairman, Geokge Medd Butt, Esq. 



Luxke, 19® die Mail, 1856. 



Ordersd, “ That the Petition relative to the said Election be referred to the Committee.” 

Ordered, That the Committee do meet to-morrow, in one of the Committee-rooms of 
the House, at Twelve o’clock.” 



PEOCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE p. iij 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE p. 1 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





[ iii ] 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Martis, 20 die Mali, 1856 . 



Kames o£ tte Members called over ; all present, 

The Committee deliberated, and agreed to the following preliminary Kesolutions : — 

1. “ That Connsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opemng 
statement without a special application to the Committee for permission to do so. 

2. That if costs be demanded by either party, under the 11 & 12 Yict. c. 98, the ques- 
tion must he raised immediately after the decision on that particular case, unless the Com- 
mittee shall otherwise decide. 

3. « That the Committee expect that, with respect to cases of bribery, which it is intended 
to brimr home to the Sitting Member, or his agents, the Counsel for the Petitioner will now- 
state the names of the electors bribed, and those of the persons \vho actually gave the 
bribes. 

4. “ The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, upon the special application 
of counsel, to proceed with any case which tends to inculpate any principal or agent, the 
knowledge of which case has been brought orit before the Committee m the progress of the 
investigation, wi-th the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably supposed 
to have been previously cognizant. 

5. That with respect to treating, the Committee will expect Counsel to state the times 
juid places where such treating is aueged to have taken place. 

6. " The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a discretionary power, as in cases of 
bribery. 

7 « That no person shall be examined as a witness who shall have been in the room 
during any of the proceedmgs (with tiie exception of^the agents whose names shaU he 
handed in), without the special leave ol the Committee.” 

Parties informed of the above Resolutions. 

The Petition of John Patj'ich Somers, a candidate at the last election, complaining of an 
undue election and return for tiie Borough of Sligo, was read. 

Counsel for the Petitioner, Hilr. Edwin James, Q. C., Mr. M. J. O' Connell, ilr. Leiois. 



Agent, Mr. Peyton Graham, 

Counsel for the Sitting Member, Mr. Slade, Q,. C-, IVIr. Huddlesion. 

Agents, Mr. Thomas Mostijn, and Mr. Markham Spofforth. 

for an adjournment on account of the absence 
Petitioner, who was engaged at the trial of 



Mr. O’ Connell applied to the Committee 
of Mr. James, the leading Counsel for the 
William Palmer. 



Room cleared. Committee deliberated. 

Partiea called in and Infoimed that the Committee do not accede to the application for 
an adjournment 

Mr. acmneu opened a case of treating and bribei7, and with the content of the Com- 
mittee, first called witnesses to establish the allegations as to treating. 

The short-hand writer was sworn by the Chairman. 



Miclmd a Brim, sworn; examined by Mr. Lmris. Produced the poU-hook relative to 
the last election for the borough of Sligo. 

Cross-examined hy Mr. Slade. The poU-books were reoemed in evidenoe. 

Jarms Richard NarjUr, sworn; examined by Mr. Lems. Produced writ and return 
relative to the last election. 



Patrick examined by Mr. O'ComieU. 
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Abraham Powell, s-worn j examined by Mr. O’ Connell 

Thomas Mostyn, sworn; examined by Mr. Lewis-, cross-examined by Mr. Slade-, re- 
examined by Mr. Lewis. 

Robert Maveeiy, sworn ; examined by Mr. Lewis. 

Mr. Lewis abandoned the allegations as to treating. 

Edward Killoran, sworn; examined by Mr. Lewis-, cross-examined by Mr. Slade-, re- 
examined by Mr. Leiois. 

James sworn; examined by Mr. O'Connell-, cross-examined by Mr. Huddleston-, 
re-examined by Mr. O'Connell. 

Catherine Killoran, sworn ; examined by Mr. Lewis ; cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

Mr. O’ Connell stated tbat be had concluded the case with reference to bribery. 

The Right Hon. John Wynne, the Sitting Member, sworn ; examined by Mr. Slade. 

Room cleared. The Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, 1. That the Right Honourable John Wynne is duly elected a burgess to serve 
in this present Parliament for the Borough of Sligo.” 

Parties called in and informed of the above Resolution. 

Mr. Slade applied to the Committee to come to the farther resolution that the Petition 
was frivolous and vexatious. 

Mr. O’ Connell was heard against the application. 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated. 

Motion made, and question proposed, That the petition of John Patrick Somers was 
frivolous and vexatious” (Mr. Moody) : — Amendment proposed to be made to the question, 
by adding at the end thereof the words, ‘‘ Except so far as relates to the allegation of 
bribery in the case of Edward Etilloran” (Mr. Leveson Gower) : — Question put, Tlmt 
those words be there added.” The Committee divided 

Aye, 1. Noes, 4. 

Mr. Leveson Gower. Mr. Moody. 

Mr. Butt. 

Sir J. Hanmer. 

Mr. Clive. 

Resolved, 2. That the petition of John Patrick Somers was frivolous and vexations.” 

Resolved, 3. That it is the opinion of the Committee that there are strong grounds for 
believing tbat Edward KBloran and James Ward, in giving their evidence before the 
Committee, have been guilty of wilful and corrupt pequry.” 

Parties called in and informed of the above Resolutions. 

Ordered, “ Tbat the above three Resolutions be reported to The House.” 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 20 » die Mail, 1856. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Sir Jolin Hanmer. i Hon. F. Leveson Gower. 

Hon. Kobert Windsor Clive. | George Medd Butt, Esq. 

Charles Aaron Moody, Esq. I 

GEORGE MEDD BUTT, Esq,., in the Chair. 



THE names of the Members were called over : — All present. 

The Committee agreed to the following Resolutions : 

“ 1 . That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in 
their opening statement, without a speciM application to the Committee 
for permission to do so. 

“ 2. That if costs be demanded by either party, under the 1 1th and 12th 
Victoria, c. 98, the question must be raised immediately after the decision 
on that particular case, unless the Committee shall otherwise decide. 

“ 3. That the Committee expect that with respect to cases of bribery, 
which it is intended to bring home to the Sitting Members or their agents, 
the Counsel for the Petitioners will now state the names of the electors 
bribed, and those of the persons who actually gave the bribes. 

“ 4. The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, under 
the special application of Counsel, to proceed with any case which tends 
to inculpate any principal or agent, the knowledge of which case has been 
brought out before the Committee in the progress of the investigation, 
with the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably 
supposed to have been previously cognisant. 

‘‘ 5. That with respect to treating, the Committee will expect Counsel to 
state the times and places where such treating is alleged to have taken 
place. 

“ 6. The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a discretionary 
power, as in cases of bribery. 

“ 7. That ho person shall be examined as a witness who shall have been 
in the room during any part of the proceedings (with the exception of the 
agents whose names shall be handed in), without the special leave of the 
Committee.” 

The Petition of John Patrick Somers, against the Return of the Right 
Honourable John Wynne, was read. 

Mr. E. James, Mr. Morgan John O'Connell, and Mr. Lewis, were Counsel 
for the Petitioner. 

Mr. Pe^jton Graham appeared as Agent. 

Mr. Slade and Mr. Huddleston were Counsel for the Sitting Member, 
the Right Honourable J ohn Wynne. 

Mr. Thomas Mosti/n and Mr. Markham Sjpofforth appeared as Agents. 

Mr. Mo 7 -gan John O’Connell was heard to open the case on behalf of the 
Petitioner. 

2,q4. A Mr. 



ao May 1856. 
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2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



Mr. M. O’Brien. 



20 May 1856. 



Mr. J. R. Naylor. 



Mr. P. M'Nife. 



Mr. Michael O' Brim, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. Lems, as follows : 

1 . DO you produce the poll-books for the last election for the Borough of 
Sligo ? — Yes. 

2. Who are you: — The first clerk in the Crown and Hanaper Office; the 
books were directed to me, and received by me, at my office in DubHn. 

3. Mr. Slade.\ What do you hold in your hand? — The poll-books. 

4. Are they in the same state in which they came to you ? — Yes. 

5. Have you ever opened them ? — Never; they have the seal of the corpo- 
ration of Sligo ; it is marked on them. 

6. Is your name Christopher? — No ; my name is Michael O’Brien. 

7. The parcel is directed to Christopher Fitzsimons? — He is the Clerk of 
the Crown in the Hanaper ; he has been absent for some time, owing to 
illness, and I attend in his absence ; I am the chief clerk. 

8. By the Committee.'] You know that that is the poll-hook of the last 
election ? — Yes. 

Mr. Slade.] No, I understand from him that this is the parcel as he 
received it. Now we will break the seals, and see what is in it. 

Witness.] It bears the post-mark of Sligo. 

9. By the Committee^ You have had charge of it ever since, have you ? — 
It was sent to me at my house, and I have had charge of it ever since. 

Chairman.'] Now break the seals. — {The parcel was opened.) 

Mr. Slade^ Will you read the superscription on the white paper, the 
inside cover ? — “ Within are the poll-books of my depositors, and 
deposited with me at the commencement of the poll on Friday the 
7th day of March 1856, John McGowan, Mayor, Sligo, Returning Officer; 
John Wynne, Candidate, and Representative of Borough of Sligo; dated 
same day, March 1856 ; G. T. Somers, Candidate for Sligo Borough.” 

The poll-books were handed in. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. James Richard Naylor, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. Lewis. 

10. WHAT are you ? — Chief Clerk in the Crown Office in England. 

1 1 . Do you produce the Writ and Return for the last election for the borough 
of Sligo } — es, I do ; the Writ, the Precept, and the Return. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. 'Patrick M'Niffe, sworn; and Examined by Mr. O'Connell, 

12. ARE you resident in the borough of Sligo ? — Yes. 

13. Have you attended to the register of that borough for some years? 
-Yes. 

14. For what party were you employed ? — The Liberals. 

15. Did you support Mr. Somers at the last election ?— No. 

16. Were you willing to have voted for him ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

17. Mr. O' Connell.] W’as there any other candidate on the Liberal interest 
who offered himself for this borough ? — Yes, Mr. Hughes. 

1 8. Did he persevere in his canvass ? — No. 

1 g. How long before the day of nomination did he retire ? — The evening 
before, the Tuesday. 

20. Were you asked to ^ve your services to Mr. Wynne by anybody ? — 
Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

The Chairman stated that it was a question that could hardly be put. 

Mr. 
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Mr. 8lade stated that Mr. Wynne polled 148, and Mr, Somers 117, 

giving a gross majority of 31; that there were 326 electors on the 

register, of whom 178 were Roman-catholics, and 148 Protestants; and 20 May 1856. 
that only 265 were polled out of the 326, leaving somewhere about 61 
votes unaccounted for. 

21. Mr. O'Conndl.'] Do you know John Derrick ? — Ido. 

22. Had you any conversation with him on the subject of the election? 

— Yes. 

23. What did he say to you ? — 

Ml’. Slade objected to the question, and stated that he did not know who 
Mr. Derrick was. 

The Chairman stated that it could not be evidence. 

24. Mr. 0'Co7i7idl.'\ Do you know Mr. Mostyn? — Yes, Ido. 

25. In what capacity did he act ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

26. Mr. O’Connell^ Did you see Mr. Mostyn during the election ? — Yes. 

27. Did you see him doing anything connected with the election ? — Yes; I 
did something with him myself. 

28. In reference to the election ? — Certainly. 

29. What was that ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

30. Mr. O'Connell.l Did Mr. Mostyn ask you to do anything ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

31. Mr. O’Connell'] Did you attend any meeting of persons in the interest 
of Mr. Wynne ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

The Chairman stated that the question could not be put. 

33. Mr. O'Connell] Did you see Mr. Mostyn near the • polling-booths 
during the election? — I was not in the polling-booths at all. 

33. Did you do anything during the election? — Yes, I did. 

34. What did you do ? — 

IMr. Slade objected to the question, 

The Chai'i'man stated that there was no objection to the question. 

Witness. — I went over the poll-book — the register, I should have said — 
several times, with Mr. Mostyn, giving him the benefit of my local knowledge. 

35. What is Mr. Mostyn by profession? — He is a solicitor, and also, I think, 

Clerk to the Crown for the county of Sligo. 

36. Where did you go over those hooks with him ? — At his own house. 

37. Were you engaged to he paid for your trouble by anybody? — I was not 
paid. 

38. Mr. O’Connell] Did Mr. Mostyn make any remarks to you upon the 
electors ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the objection. 

39. Mr. O’Canneli:] Did you see him acting in any capacity at that election ? 

—I did. 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

The Chairman stated that unless Mr. O’Connell could affect the Sitting 
Member, this evidence amounted to nothing. 

40. Was there a canvass going on for Mr. Wynne previous to the.election r — 

There was. 

41. Did you see any parties canvassing for him ? — I canvassed for him 
myself. 

234. A 2 
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4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken hefare SELECT COMMITTEE 

42. In company with whom ? — By myself and through my own immediate 
friends, some of the Liberal party ; I mean political friends. I did not attempt 
to canvass Mr. Wynne’s own supporters ; there was no necessity for that. 

43. Did Mr. Wynne canvass himself? — I think not. 

44. You did not see him canvass himself? — No. 

45. All that you had seen of the canvassing was done by his friends? — I 
would say so. 

46. Who were those friends who canvassed for him? — With very rare 
exceptions I would say the endi*e Conservative party ; I would say they exerted 
themselves very much for Mr. Wynne. 

47. Mr. O’ Connell.'] Did you act with any others in making arrangements 
for the election ? — I do not understand your question ; I had no power to make 
any arrangements for Mr. Wynne’s election. I was employed for another 
business altogether. 

48. You were employed for another business altogether ? — To do other 
things. 

49. Who employed you to do other things r — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question, if it was to affect Mr. Wynne as 
regarded treating. 

The Chairman stated that the question could not be put. 

50. Mr. O’Connell.] Did you go over the poll-books with any other persons 
besides Mr. Mostyn ? — The register you mean. 

51. Yes ?— I did. 

52. Who were the other persons? — I went over the register at Mr. Ferguson’s, 
on the Thursday, with Mr. Alfords, Mr. Monds, Mr. Williams, Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Derrick, Mr. John Lyons, and Mr. Henry Lyons, in Mr. Ferguson’s. 

53. By the Committee.] You kept the register ?— They had it there, and I 
went over it with them, making calculations, and also giving suggestions. 

54. Mr. O’ConneU.] You said that you canvassed yourself : had you seen 
any other persons canvassing during the election ? — Persons might be going 
about and doing things, but I could not say whether they were canvassing or 
not. 

55. You are not a voter? — No. 

56. Did you attend at the nomination ? — I did. 

57. Who was the conducting agent to Mr. Wynne at that election ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

CUab'man stated that the question could not be put. 

58. Mr. O'Connell.] Did you see Mr. Mostyn at the nomination? — 1 think 
I did. 

59. By whom were you introduced to Mr. Mostyn?— Mr. Derrick came 
to me. 

60. When ? — On the Tuesday evening after Mr. Hughes went away ; it was 

the evening previous to the nomination ; he told me 

Mr. Slade stated that he objected to what he told the Witness. 

Witness.] Tlien he brought me to Mr. Mostyn, to his office, at the 
Court-house, or near it. 

61. Did you go alone to Dr. Ferguson’s house, on the night of the 6th of 
March ? — It was on the Thursday night. 

. 62. The night before the poll? — No. 

63. Who went with you? — I went with John Derrick. 

64. Mr. Slade.] That was on the Thursday? — Yes. 

65. Mr. O' Co 7 inell.] Did you see any persons there? — I did. 

66. Whom did you see there besides those gentlemen you have mentioned 
with whom you went over the register? — I am just speaking now of a subse- 
quent transaction. 

67. Did you go twice on the same day r — At two o’clock on that day I met 
Mr. Alfords and others there, and went over the register, and about half-past 

0, or a little later, 1 went with John Derrick to Mr. Ferguson’s house ; and I 
saw a man of the name of Mulligan there, Henry Mulligan. 

68. By 
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68. By tile Committee^ It was at night when you went? — Yes ; and Charles Mr. p. 

Tiernan. 

6 f). Mr. O'Conndl] Anybody else ? — I think I saw some others ; Mr. John 20 M&y 1856. 
Burke, William Harcourt, Robert Maveety, Charley Compton, and Sam 
Davison, who was not an elector. 

70. Were they talking ? —Yes. 

71. Were they doing anything else ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the course of examination. 

72. Mr. O'Connell.'] Did you go to any other place after leaving Dr. 

Ferguson’s ? — 1 did. 

73. Where? — To Robert Henderson’s. 

74. Did anybody go with you there ? — 1 brought others with me there ; that 
is, I took them away out of the other house for reasons I had. 

75. What time was it; do you recollect? — It was near 12 o’clock ; I did not 
remain in Dr. Ferguson’s, perhaps not five minutes ; I just went in and 
remained there afew minutes ; 1 did not like to remain ; I had some reason for 
going, and I did go. 

76. Whom did you take with you to Mr. Henderson's? — I brought John 
Derrick away out of it, Maveety, and Burke, and Harcourt. 

77. Did you stay at Mr. Henderson’s for any time ? — 1 should say a quarter 
of an hour, and perhaps more. 

78. Were those persons whom you met at Henderson’s voters, or any of 
them ? — They were all voters. 

79. At Dr. Ferguson’s and Mr. Henderson's? — Except Sam Davison at Dr. 

Ferguson’s, who is no voter. 

80. Do you know Mr. Gethin’s house: — I do. 

8 1 . Was it used for the purposes of the election ? — It was used as a tally- 
room. 

82. Were you there on either of those days ?— On the day of the polling I 
spent the entire day there. 

83. Whom did you see there ?~I saw so very many. I .saw Mr. Wynne 
himself and Mr. Mostyn, and Mr. Phipps the solicitor. I saw the entire Con- 
servative electors in it, and a good many of the Liberal electors. 

84. And a good many, I suppose, who supported the Conservative candidate 
on the occasion ? — Certainly. 

S5. Were you employed there in looking over the register as before ? — I filled 
the entire tally-slips on that day. 

86. By the Committee.] You acted as a clerk for that business ?— I did. 

87. Mr. O’ Co?inelL] Was that in consequence of any directions that you 
received from anybody ? — 

Chabmian.] Unless those directions came from Mr. Wynne or an agent, 
of course they are immaterial ; we give you credit for intending so to make 
this evidence. 

Mr. O'Connell.] We have not got the written authority here, therefore 
I must prove it by acts. 

Chairman.] You must do it by legitimate means. 

88. (To the 'Witness^ Do you know who engaged Mr. Gethin’s house for the 
purpose of a tally-room ? — I do not. 

89. Did you malce a cleiim on any one for your loss of time and services on 

this occasion ?— No. • - at 

90. Did you see Mr. Mostyn at Dr. Ferguson’s house on any occasion r—N 0. 

Qi. Did you see a man of the name of Killoran in the tally -room ? I did. ^ 

92. What time in the day was that — It waa late in the day I should say ; it 

was near three o’clock I should think. 

Mr. Slade objected to the course of examination. 

Mr. O' Connell submitted that treating had been alleged to have taken 
place at the house of Michael Gethin. 

Mr. Slade stated that his learned friend could not prove treating at 
Gethin’s house unless he proved the agency. 

Mr Slade stated that he had no question to put to the Witness. 

234. A 3 Mr. 
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Mr. J. Poxoell. 



so May 1856. 



Mr. T. Mosiyn, 



Mr. Abraham Powell, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. O'Connell. 

93. ARE you an Attorney ? — Yes. 

94. You reside in Sligo, or near it? — I am a farmer and attorney, residing 
within 20 miles of Sligo. 

9.5. Did you act as conducting agent for the petitioning candidate, Mr. 
Somers, at the last election ? — I acted as one of his agents, and 1 did my best 
for him. I was three weeks in Sligo, and I did not go a quarter of a mile out 
of the town. 

96. Had you to make any arrangements on the part of Mr. Somers, as to 
the mode in which the poll was to be taken r — Yes. 

97. With the returning officer? — Yes, with the returning officer, Mr. 
Edmund Uochford. I paid his expenses. I was the election expenses agent. 
1 believe that is the term under the new Act of Parliament. 1 was the election 
expenses agent, with the mayor, and Mr. Rochford 

98. What is Mr. Rochford? — He is to assist the mayor in Sligo ; he is the 
returning officer 5 he is the man to set him right. 

99. By the Committee.] The mayor of Sligo is the returning officer ? — Yes. 
Mr. Rochford is the town-clerk for the mayor ; ,he is the assessor ; I think that 
is the word. I think he was. I cannot explain to you what Mr. Rochford was, 
hut he was the town-clerk acting for the Mayor. 

joo. Mr. O'Connell] You entered into this arrangement, about the mode of 
conducting the election r — Yes. I sent in to him an account of my expenses 
during the election. 

101. Mr. Slade.] To whom? — To Mr. Rochford. 

102. Did you make any arrangement, previously to the polling, with the 
mayor as the returning officer? — I paid for tlie booths 

103. On tlie part of Mr. Somers?— Yes. 1 signed the document for Mr. 
Somers, which Mr. Mostyn has in his possession. Mr. Mostyn signed his name 
as conducting agent for Mr. Wynne. 

1 04. Did you see Mr. Mostyn sign it ? — 1 did. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Thomas Mostyn, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. Lewis. 

10.5. WHAT are you ? — I am a Solicitor by profession. 

106. Where do you reside r— In Dublin and Sligo. I have houses in both 
places. 

107. You took an active part in the late election at Sligo, did you not? — 
I did. 

1 08. For whom ? — For Mr. Wynne. 

1 09. Did you act as his agent ? — 1 did. 

110. As conducting agent ? — Yes. 

n 1 . Were you paid by Mr. Wynne as an agent ?— No. 

112. Is he indebted to you ? — He is not ; I would not take money from Mr. 
Wynne. 

1 1 3. You acted as his agent ? — I did ; friend and agent. 

1 14. Do you recollect upon the occasion of this election, or a few days pre- 
viously, your being at Dr. Ferguson's house? — I was there once or tirice; I 
think twice. 

115. When was that ? — Previous to the election, about, I think, the last day 
of February. No ; I think on Monday, the 1st of March ; it was the Monday 
before the election, before the nomination-day. 

1 i 6. Chahman.] That was the first time r — I think so. 

117. Mr. Lewis.] Who was there? — ^There were several persons, I think; 
one or two of the Lyonses were there ; there were professional gentlemen and 
inspectors ; one or two inspectors, 1 think, and professional men. 

1 18. What were the names of the inspectors ?— I may be confounding one 
with another. I know that two of the Lyonses attended, and, I think, Mr. 
Monds, and, I think, Mr. John Burke attended. I do not think Mr. Derrick 
attended ; I am not quite certain ; he was there on one occasion, but, I think, 
not on the 1st of March. 

119. Were all those gentlemen voters? — Yes. 

120. They 
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1 20. They voted for which side ?— All voted for Mr. Wynne. 

121. Upon this occasion did you see any eating or drinking going on ?— On 
my oath I never did, from the beginning to the end of the election, neither 
eating, nor drinking, nor biibing, uor anything else ; there never was a purer 
election than upon that occasion ; I saw nothing of the kind. 

122. Who do you say the inspectors were?"-The inspector was Mr. Edward 
Pollock 5 I think he was there. 

123. Anybody else ?— I am not sure that Mr. Harley Phipps was there, but 
I think he was there, and .Mr. Charles Sidley also, the inspector, and another 
Sidley, bis brother, was there. 

1 24. You acted as one of the agents? — Yes, I did. 

1 25. As conducting agent ? — Yes. 

126. Do you know Derrick?— Yes. 

127. What is he V — He is a poor-rate collector in the town, and an extensive 
farmer. 

128. Was he employed f — By no means. Mr. Wynne specially precluded 
any man connected with him from having anything to do with the election 
excepting myself by name, his own agent. He specially, at a meeting, said he 
would not permit it, and Mr. Derrick was not by any means directed, or any 
one comiected with him, either to canvass or interfere ; he declined to canvass 
the electors, and he said that what he objected to do himself, it would he dis- 
respectful to the electors if he allowed anybody else to do, and he would not 
allow Mr. Alford, as agent, or anybody to take part in it. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

129. As I understand you, Mr. Mostyn, you were the sole agent of Mr. 
Wynne at that election r — 1 was. 

130. You were so appointed under his name, and you handed in your name 
to the election officer under the Corrupt Practices Act? — Yes. 

131. Are you aware that Mr. Wynne declined to come forward as a candi- 
date for Sligo unless he had a requisition signed by a majority, both of Roman- 
catholic and Protestant electors ? — I am. 

132. Are you aware that such a requisition was furnished and shown to Mr. 
Wynne ?— I am not. 

133. Are you aware that Mr. Wynne upon being asked to come forward 
declined to canvass? — I know he did. 

1 34. Do you recollect a meeting being held on the 29 th of February, where 
you attended, at which it was resolved that Mr. W^ynne should put himself in 
your hands ? — I do, 

135. Was that meeting numerously attended by parties both of Roman- 
catholics and Protestants ? — I think there was one Roman-catholic present. 
Dr. Powell ; I am not quite sure ; I think he was the only one. It was nume- 
rously attended by the Conservatives. 

1 36. Did you call the attention of all parties present to the Corrupt Practices 
Act, and read the clauses to them ? — I did. . 

1 37. Relative to bribery and treating ?— I did ; I read to them the definition 
given in the. Act of bribing, and the definition given in the Act of treating. 

) 38. Did you at that meeting emphatically denounce that man as Mr. 
Wynne’s enemy, however good his intentions might be, who would compromise 
him in that way r—Most decidedly, in as strong language as I could use. I 
said that was the principle, and it should he carried on on that principle or 
not at all, and that Mr. Wynne would not come forward and make himself a 
scapegoat in any way. 

139. On the 1 st of March I believe Mr. Wynne issued his address ? — About 
that. 

140. Do you recollect Mr. Hughes, who has been mentioned as having been 
a candidate at one time, withdrawing ? — I do. 

1 41 . Do you remember his entering the town ? — Yes. 

142. Was Mr. Hughes one of Her Majesty’s Counsel in Ireland?— Yes. 

143. Did he come forward on that occasion as the priests’ candidate?— By 

repute he did ; I do not know that personally ; he was accompanied by a great 
number of Roman-catholic gentlemen. 

234. A 4 ^44. He 
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144. He now sits for Longford County, does lie not? — Yes. 

145. Was any application made to you on behalf of Mr. Hughes to with- 
draw Mr. Wynne ? — Yes. 

146. Was that application made by a gentleman of the name of O’Connor, 
a Roman-cathohc gentleman of respectability and weight in that town? — 
Yes. 

147. I believe that offer you declined?— I did ; he brought me Mr. Hughes's 
address, and he entreated me to withdraw Mr. Wynne, and stated his reasons 
for doing so ; I said. Of course the responsibility I could not take upon myself ; 
and I said, I am sure Mr. Wynne would be very happy to see you at his 
house, and if you will go to him I will give you a letter stating the object of 
your visit, but I cannot take the responsibility upon me of complying with 
your request. 

148. Thereupon did Mr. O’Connor withdraw Mr. Hughes? — No; Mi\ 
O’Connor had an interview. 

149. Was he withdrawn? — Yes; Mr. O’Connor had an interview, and the 
result of it was that. 

150. Did Mr. O’Connor then, unsolicited, pledge his support and vote to 
Mr. Wynne? — In answer to a question from me he did. I said to Mr. O’Connor, 

“ Suppose the contest be between Mr. Somers and Mr. Wynne, how are you 
disposed to vote?” and he said, “ Most decidedly for Mr. Wynne.” 

151; Had Mr. Somers himself become unpopular among the voters ? —Really 
I do not know ; with one class of voters, the Conservatives, Mr. Somers was 
particularly popular ; he really was ; and the Conservatives, upon a former 
occasion, voted for him to a man ; I believe upon the occasion of his contest 
with Mr. Sadleir. I believe Mr. Somers is really a very great favourite in 
Sigo. 

152. But thfere had been a reaction, had there not? — In what way r 

153. On this occasion was not Mr. Wynne the favourite candidate? — Yes; 
when it came to a contest with him, Mr. Wynne was connected with the town, 
and a gentleman of large fortune, and the people thought that he had the 
strongest claim, and was the most proper person to send to Parliament, but 
as between Mr. Somers and Mr. Sadleir, I think Mr. Somers would be 
preferred. 

1 54. MTiat was the sum total ; would 103/. 15 s. represent the sum total of 
Mr. Wynne’s expenses ? — Yes. 

155. Did the mayor, of that sum, have 50 L of you ? — He had 53/. 16s. 6d. 

156. That was the mayor ? — Yes. 

157* Chairman.] For the legal expenses? — Yes; I think he charged me 
more than he should have done. 

158. Were the poll-booths 6 /. in addition ? — Yes. 

159. Was your advertising, printing, and stationery bill, 14?. 18s.2t/.? — If 
they be the figures, I suppose so. If the bills are here, they contain all those 
sums. 

1 60. Three clerks, 2 /. 1 s. 6 d. ?— Yes ; 15 s. Irish, each. 

161. Three agents, called personation agents, 13s. Qd., ll. 7s. Sd.} — ^Yes. 

162. And 6l. ds. to Mr. Alexander Phillips? — Yes, 6/. 6s. 

163. Is Mr. Alexander Phillips a voter ? — He is. 

164. What did you employ him in? — He was inspector in the tally-room. 
I merely employed him because the assizes were going on ; he was my deputy 
clerk of the Crown. I could not be in both places, and the judge gave me 
permission to absent myself, and he acted in court for me. 

165* You sent him in as an experiment ? — Yes ; I gave him 6 1. 6 s. 

1 66. It had nothing to do with the election ? — It had not ; in point of fact 
I paid it. 

167. Is he a brother of Mr. Charles Phillips, the Commissioner? — Yes. 

168. And he is a solicitor ? — ^Yes. 

1 69. How many days was he employed ? — The employment was very slight j 
he was two or three days ; whenever I wanted him I had him. 

170. There was a rented tally -room; Michael Gethin’s, 20/. ? — Yes. 

171- That was also sent in to the auditor ? — Yes, and paid by me. 

172. Vy^is that, due regard being had to the purposes to which the room as 
a tally-room was appropriated, out of the way .to pay the man?— By no means. 

I had 
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I had the use of his whole house, and his furniture was knocked about. I 
paid at the county election, for similar accommodation, 75 1. 

3 73* Upon your oath, was that agreement made in any way to induce hi m to 
give his vote ? — No, upon my oath, it was not j it was made as a matter of per- 
sonal convenience to Mr. Wynne ; the road merely intervened between it and 
the court-house. 

174. It was not done in any way to induce him to promise to give his vote ? 
—By no means ; he could not be influenced by it ; he was offered 50 1. by Mr. 
Somers to act as his agent, and he refused it ; he is a man of very considerable 
wealth, and is a solicitor. 

175. I ask you, did you yourself bribe or treat anybody?— No, I did not ; 
nor do 1 believe that there was a single soul got a single shilling. 

176. Did anybody by your assistance, or with your consent, bribe or treat 
any man?— On the contrary, I never heard of it till after the election was over, 
until Mr. Somers avowed it at the hustings. There was never an election kept 
clearer from bribery. 

177. Mr. Lewis.'] You say that Mr. Phillips was employed?— Yes. 

178. Anybody elser—Mr. Charles Sidley, Mr. Edward Pollock, Mr. Harley 
Phipps, and Mr. Phillips. 

The Chairman inquired why Mr. Lewis put any questions with regard to 
Mr. Phillips. 

Mr. Lewis stated that he had mentioned Mr. Phillips’s name inadvert- 
ently. 

179. Mr. Leuis.] Did you know Monds? — ^Very well. 

Mr. Slade stated that this did not arise out of his cross-examination, as 
he had not mentioned the name of Monds at all. 

The CMrman ^quested Mr. Lewis to put his questions with reference 
to treating, the time, place, and persons, as given in in his bill of parti* 
culars. 

1 80. Mr, iete'is.] Just now you said that Mr. Somers offered to give 50 I to 
Gethin to act as his agent; how do you know that ?— Mr. Gethin told me, and 
some of Mr. Somers’s friends told me ; he himself never told me ; I believe the 
fact to be so. I was told so by several of Mr. Somers’s own friends. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. O'Connell stated that he now proposed to recall Mr. M'Niffe to ask 
him some further questions. 

Mr. YWe stated that he understood his learned friends had done with 
Mr. M'Niffe. 

Mr, O'Connell stated that he could now put questions to him which he 
could not put before. 

The Chairman stated that the gentleman last called had stated that there 
was no agent except himself employed, by or with the authority of Mr. 
Wynne. 

Mr. Slade stated that if his learned friend meant to recall Mr. M'Niffe, 
to say that he received iustructious of a peculiar character from Mr. 
Mostyu, in common justice he ought to have put the question to Mr. 
Mostyn, and submitted that Mr. M'Niffe could not be recalled. 

Mr. O'Connell stated that having established the agency of Mr. Mostyn, 
he wished to ask Mr. M'Niffe who was the person who brought him to 
Mr. Mostyn. 

Mr. Slade stated that that question had been asked, and he had said that 
Mr. Derrick brought him. 

Mr. O'Connell stated that he proposed to contend that Mr. Derrick 
having brought Mr. M'Niffe to Mr. Mostyn to be employed for the pur- 
poses of the election, made himself, by that act, in spite of Mr. Mostyn’s 
disclaimer, ah agent for the purposes of the election. 

334. B The 
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The Chairman stated, that if that was the object, it was a proposition 
that could never be assented to, for if it was against the wishes, against 
the orders, and against the directions of the candidate, anybody in the 
world might he made an agent. 



Robert Ma’ceety, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. Lewis. 

181. WHAT are you ? — A Cabinet-maker. 

1 82. Are you an elector of the borough of Sligo ? — Yes. 

1 83. Did you attend any of the meetings ? — 1 did. 

184. VVhose? — Mr. Wynne’s. 

185. Where did you attend? — One at the Hibernian, undone at the Nelson 
Hotel. 

1 86. Did you see Mr. Mostyn at either of those places ? — 

The Chairman stated that if this was to prove the agency of Mr. Mostyn, 
they had proved it. 

Mr. Lewis stated that he was going to prove treating, as he had proved 
the agency. 

187. Mr. Lewis.'] At those meetings whom did you see there ? — I saw 40 or 
60 perhaps. 

188. Did you see upon any occasion Mr. Mostyn at those meetings? — No, I 
did not see him at any meetings at the hotels. 

i8o. Where did you see him? — The only place I saw him was at Mr. 
Sidley’s. 

igo. Who is Mr. Sidley? — A solicitor. 

191. Did you go to Dr. Ferguson’s ?— I did. 

1 92. Did you see Mr. Mostyn there ? — No. 

193. Upon the occasion of your going to Dr. Ferguson’s was there a propo- 
sition that a subscription should be raised ? — No. 

194. What was done at Dr. Ferguson’s? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

The Chairman stated that the counsel must prove that what was done at 
Dr. Ferguson’s was done by the authority of the sitting Member, or by 
some person as his agent ; either that it was done by previous directions 
or acts expressly assented to afterwards. 

Mr. Lewis stated that he would not ask any further questions of the 
witness j and that, with the consent of the Petitioner, he would abandon 
the allegation of treating, and would now go upon the case of bribery. 

Mr. Slade stated that he understood that Killoran was coming to prove 
a case of personal bribery against Mr. Wynne, and that he thought Mr. 
Wynne should remain in the room. 

The Chairman stated that Mr. Wynne did not come within the resolu- 
tion at all, and that the Committee would leave him to exercise his own 
discretion. 



Edward Killoran, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. Lewis. 

195. WHAT are you? — A Baker. 

1 96. Where do you reside ? — At Sligo. 

197. Were you an elector at the late election? — Yes. 

198. Who did you vote for? — For Mr. Wynne. 

ipg. Previous to the election, did you see Mr. Wynne ? — Yes, I did. 

200. Upon what occasion ? — I was poor, and I went to Hazlewood one day 
to see Mr. Wynne. I was told there was a great deal of money to be going at 
the election. 

201. At what time was that? — A few days before the election; I am not 
accurate as to the dates ; I never expected to be in this town or see it at the 
time. 

202. Did 
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202. Did you see him? — Yes, I did. 5. xilloran. 

203. Did any conversation take place ? — Yes. 

204. What was the subject of it?— I told him I was an elector, and he told 20 May 1856. 
me he did not know me. 

P05. What did he say, or what did you say ? —I wanted some money frcrm 
him ; he told me he would see me in the town. 

206. Chairman.'] What did you say when he said he did not know you ? — 

I said I was an elector ; he said then, he would see me in town ; he was then 
engaged. 

207. When did he say he would see you in town ? — I suppose a day or so ; 

I do not know exactly ; next day. 

208. Did you see him in town ? — I did. 

209. When was it? — I believe the following day; I believe so. 

210. Did you enter into conversation with him ? — I did. 

211; Whereabout in the town did you see him ? —Exactly opposite the court- 
house. 

212. What occurred then ? — I came, su% and I told him I was extremely poor, 
and I wanted some money, and that I would vote for him. 

213. What did he say to that request ? — He gave me 1 1 ., and said if he was 
returned he would remember me, or make a man of me, or some of those 
words ; I took it in that sense, that 1 would be the better of it. 

2 1 4. Was the 1 1 . silver or gold ?— A pound note of the Bank of Ireland ; a 
1 1 . note. 

215. Did anybody see him give you that 1 1 . note ; was any one present ? — 

Several persons in the street ; several persons might have seen him ; he did not 
make any mystery of it; several persons might have seen him, for all I know; 
he gave me it in the street; there was a man of the name of Ward see him 
give it me,— James Ward. 

216. You took the 1 /. note of him; what occurred then; did you remain 
standing in the street ?— No. 

217. What did you do ?— I went to drink some whiskey. 

218. Was anybody with you? — There was. 

219. What did you do with the note? — I gave it to my wife. 1 had some 
silver. It is a very common thing at an election to take a little drop. 

220. Whom did you vote for? — For Mr. Wynne, 

221 . Do you know a person of the name of John Lyons?— I do. 

222. What is he?— He is a shopkeeper and cloth-merchant; a very respect- 
able man seemingly, and he keeps a nice shop. 

223. Did you, on the polling day, go to the tally-room ? — I did. 

224. What did you go there for ?— I went to look for Mr, Lyons. 

225. Whom did you see ; was that Mr. Wynne’s tally-room ?— Yes. 

226. Whom did you see there ?— Several persons. I met Mr, Monds there ; 
he asked me would I go and vote for him ; I said I would not. met Mr. 

Woods there, a leather merchant. He asked me would I vote for him, and I 
said I would not tiU 1 had seen Mr. Lyons, and Mr. Lyons was not there this 
time ; however, he was sent for, I believe ; he came, and I went to the poll. 

227. Was Mr. Lyons your landlord? — Yes. 

228. He was ? — Yes, and is. 

229. Did you have any conversation respecting your rent? — 



Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

230. You are a baker? — ^Yes. ^ 

231. Were you over in England at work the year before the election ? 
Never. 

232. Were you not away from home.^ — I was. 

233. Where?— At Mount Bellew, county Galway. 

234. Why did you want to see Mr. Lyons before you voted .—I should 
rather go with him than any other name. 

235 Why did you want to see Mr. Lyons ; why did you want to see him 
more than any other man?— He was my landlord; in preference I would go 
with him before any other. , . . 

236. You would not go with Monds ; could not you go up by yourselt ; you 
234, ^ c Lad 
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had a pound note ? — I wanted to see Mr. Lyons ; I owed Mr. Lyons some 
money ; I owed him some rent. 

237. And you wanted a little more money than a pound note t — Indeed if I 
had got more I would take it ; no two ways about it. 

238. Was not that the reason you wanted a little more? — I did want more. 

239. You do not think now you had enough? — No, I had not enough. 

240. Low long have you been in England now? — It is something better 
than two months, I believe a day or two ; I do not know the date ; I cannot be 
accurate. 

241. ^Vho did you tell this story to about Mr. Wynne giving you the W. 
note at first ? — In fact I kept it a secret. 

242. Who did you tell it first to ? — Ward see him give it me ; I went in and 
gave it to my wife. 

243. Who did you tell the story to first that Mr. Wynne gave you this 1 1. 
note? — I believe it was to the attorney. 

244. Who was that attorney ?— I believe it was Mr. Powell. 

245. When did you tell it to Mr. Powell? — Previous to coming here. 

246. How long after you had got the money did you tell Mr. Powell r — 
When the election was over. 

247. How long after you had got the money did you tell Mr. Powell ? — It 
might have been a week. 

248. Was it a week or a day ? — Positively more than days. 

249. Had you told it to anybody else before that? — I kept it a secret; 
nobody knew it unless Ward, because I expected more. 

250. Is Ward here ?— He is, 

25 1 . Have you seen him to-day ?— I can see him now if I like. 

2.52. Who brought you to London ?— Mr. Somers. 

s.'iS. How soon after you told Powell were you brought to London ? — I think 
it was the same day. 

254. Did you travel with Mr, Somers up to London? — Yes. 

255. Did you come first or second class ? — I do not know what classes. 

256. Did voii sit in the same carriage with Mr. Somers ail the way up? — 
I did. 

257. Have you been with Mr. Somers ever since? — Yes. 

258. In the same house ? — Yes. 

250. Do you take your meals with him?— Yes; not at the same table 
though. 

260. In the same room ? — No. 

201. Where did you sleep at; Mr. Somers’s house ? — Yes, sir. 

262. Not in the same room ? — I did not ; not in the same room. 

263. Did he lock you in every night ? — Never. 

264. Are you quite sure? — Uuite satisfied. 

265. Did he lose sight of you all day ; what have you been doing all day ? — 
Walking about the town. 

266. Anybody with you ? — Sometimes. 

267. Mr. Somers ? — Sometimes. 

268. Mr. Somers ? — Never ; he never walked with me. 

269. Who did he send with you?— I do not know the person’s name here ; I 
was able to make my own way after the first week ; the first week I was not 
able. 

270. Just tell the Committee; you say you gave it to your wife this 1 2. note ? 
— Yes. 

27 \ . Where was she when you gave it to her ? — At home in the house. 

272. Whereabout in the house? — I suppose inside the counter; I do not 
know where exactly. 

273. It is not often you get a 1 note as a bribe? — It is not. 

274. I dare say you can tell these gentlemen where your wife was ?— I dare 
say she might have been inside. 

275. She was inside ? — Yes, 

276. In the shop? — I suppose the room inside the shop. 

277. You swear to that ? — I think so. 

278. Are you quite certain about it ? — I think so. 

279. What makes you think that r — My recollection. 

280. Did you say anything to her? — I think I told her that I would make 

more 
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more of the election, and I expected that I would do, so far as reports went • I 
had some cause to think so. ’ 

281. Did you tell her who gave it you ?— No, I do not think I did. 

2S2. Did you tell her where you got that note from ?— I do not remember. 

283. Try and remember ; you told her you thought you would make more of 
the election ; did you tell her that you had got it as a bribe f — No. 

284. Did you tell her that you had got it for your vote ? — I could not get it 
for my vote ; it was not given at all at the time. 

285. What did you get it for- — The gentleman gave it to me perhaps out of 
good feeling ; I told him I was poor. 

286. I thought you said that you told Mr. Wynne that vou wanted some 
money, and you would vote for him if you got it?— I told him' I would vote for 
him- 

287. When you asked him for the money ? — Yes. 

288. Did you tell your wife that you had got this for the election, as part of 
the election plunder r — No, I did not, nor neither did I consider it any plunder ; 
I could not say such a word. 

289. Did you tell your wife what you got it for?— I do not know whether 
I did or not ; that is the fact. 

290. Are you quite sure you told her that you expected to get more r— I am 
satisfied I did ; I am satisfied she also expected it. 

291. You expected to get more? — Yes, and she did. 

292. -How did Mr. Wynne give it ; was it in a purse? — I think not ; I think 
it was in his waistcoat pocket; I did not mind. 

293. To the best of your recollection, did Mr. Wynne take it out of his 
waistcoat pocket ? — I think so ; I cannot be certain. 

294. Can you tell us whether he put his hand in his pocket and took his 
purse out, or his pocket-book ? — I do not know whether he did. 

29,5. Tell us whether or not? — I cannot tell that; 1 do not mind where he 
got it ; I do not remember, 1 well recollect he gave me a note ; no question 
of it ; out of what pocket I do not know. 

296. You say there were many people by? — Several were in the street ; not 
immediately close. 

297. Where was Ward standing r — He was standing very convenient. 

298. Have the kindness to tell the Committee what “very convenient” 
means ; how near was he ; was he at your right or your left hand ? — On my 
left hand. 

299. Was he facing Mr. Wynne ? — He was a little on my left. 

300. Was Ms back turned to Mr. VVynne ? — No. 

301. With his face turned to Mr. Wynne ? — Rather turned to Mr. Wynne. 

302. And was he near enough to hear what passed ? — I do not know whether 
he heard what passed or not. 

303. I asked you whether he was near enough to hear it ?— I think he was. 

304. Was Ward a voter ? — No. 

305. Did Ward say anything to you when he saw you get that pound? — 
He did. 

306. What did Ward say? — “ Killoran,” he said, “have you 10 /.?” and I 
opened my hand, and he saw only 1 /. ; that is the word he expressed. 

307. That was about the figure you expressed ? — If I had got more I would 
take it, for there is nothing like telling the truth. 

308. Did Ward and you go and di’iuk the whiskey.? — We. did. 

309. I suppose after you had got this pound you stood treat to Ward? — Yes. 

310. How much did you stand?— A couple of noggins; portions you call 
them here ; we have a different interpretation there. 

311. A couple of quarterns ?—Tdo not know ; I know what a noggin is ; it is 
a glass of whiskey ; half quarterns or quarterns 1 do not understand here. 

312. You have told this story over pretty often during the two months that 
you have been in London, have you not? — I was asked by a couple of gentlemen, 
i believe ; I do not know them ; and I told them, yes, 1 did. 

313. it was written down r — Yes. 

314. W-hen did you first tell it to Mr. Somers ? — I first told Attorney Powell, 
and then when he heard it, and when Mr. Somers heard it, he brought me all 
this way. 

315. Is it true you were very poor ? — It is true. 

234. C2 316. Are 
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316. Are you still very poor r — Not very rich, indeed ; I am not very poor ; 
enough to eat and drink, thank God. 

3 1 7. Mr. Somers gives you that r — I have hands to earn it ; I always live by 
my trade, but the best of men may come down a little in the world by the 
times. I was often richer. 

318. Did you tell Ward that you had been over to Mr. Wynne’s the day 
before? — I do not recollect that I did; he knew nothing of it; he was not 
with me. 

Did you tell Ward that you had been over to Mr. Wynne’s the d.iy 
before? — I might, in the course of conversation. 

320. Did you or not ? - 1 think 1 might ; I think I did ; I am not certain ; I 
might have told Ward in the course of conversation. 



Re-examined by Mr. Lewis. 

321. You used the word “convenient;” what do you mean by that? — 
Within a yard or two. 

322. When you went with Ward to the public-house, and treated Ward to 
this drink of whiskey, did you pay for it?-— I did. 

323. With what money did you pay for it? — I suppose 1 ; I got some 

change, I think. 

324. That was not a note ?— Decidedly not. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



James Ward, sworn ; and Examined by Mr. O'Connell. 

32.5. WHERE is your residence ? — Sliso. 

$26. What business are you ? — A Baker by trade ; I buy butter and eggs, 
and I buy pigs, and send them to England. 

327. Do you know the last witness, Edward Killoran? — I do. 

328. Do you remember meeting him in the street in Sligo * — I do. 

329. In the course of the week, before the election? — I did. 

330. Did you see Mr. Wynne in the street? — I did ; I saw him talking to 
Mr. Wynne. 

331. Had you walked to the place where he met Mr. Wynne in company 
with Killoran ? — I had ; I walked part of the road with him. before he met Mr. 
Wynne. 

332. Did a conversation take place between them ? — There was some talk 
between Mr. Wynne and himself. 

333. Where were you while this conversation, look place? — I just stood 
behind their backs, just ou one side of them. 

334. How was your fac.- turned? — My side face was turned to their backs. 

.835- Which of them began the conversation, do you remember? — I know 

Killoran went over to speak to Mr. Wynne, and they had some conversation 
between themselves. 

336. Did you hear any part of that conversation ? — I heard some part of it ; 
I heard Mr. Wynne ask him who he voted for. 

337. Was that the first thing you heard ? — Yes. 

338. What answer did Killoran make ? — He said he would vote for him. 

339. Did he say anything further ? — I did not hear him say anything fur- 
ther ; Mr. Wynne said that if he would vote for him, he would certainly make 
a man of him if he was returned. 

340. Did you hear him say that ? — I did. 

341. Did Mr. W}mne do anything? — I saw Mr. Wynne handing a paper 
over to Killoran ; Killoran parted with Mr. Wynne, and then Killoran and 1 
walked together up the street, and Killoran says I, “ it must be a 10 L note you 
have got from Mr. Wynne ; ” and Killoran opened hte hands, and what was in 
his hands but a 1 /. note. 

342. Had you seen his hand from the time he took it? — He never opened it 
till I helped to open it. 

343. What did you and Killorau do then ? — We went a little further to a 
public-house and drank two noggins of spirits. 

Cross- 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Huddleston. 



344. You said you had two noggins of whiskey ? — Yes. 

345. I suppose Killoran paid for it?— He did. 

346. Then Killoran gave a pound note to his wife ? — I do not know. 

347. She standing behind the counter r — 1 do not know. 

348. How often have you been convicted for drunkenness ? — Never but once ; 

I was never summoned before the bench but once. 

349. Do you swear that ? — ^Yes. 

350. That was for drunkenness, was it not ? — No, it was for making a 
noise. 

35 1 . They said you had taken too much, did they not ? — I had some, only I 
was able to keep my feet well. 

352. They fined you for making a noise, or for drunkenness, did they not ? — 
They fined me 2 s. Qd. for making a noise. 

353. When did you first mention to any person that you saw this 1 1. note ? 
— Often. 

354. To whom first ? — I cannot recollect. 

355. When were you first asked to come as a witness to support Killoran ? — 
I got the Speaker’s warrant. 

356. When ? — 1 believe it was on the 7 th of last month. 

357. Where have you been ever since r — I have been in London. 

358. Where; at Mr. Somers’s house ? — Yes. 

359. With Killoran ? — Yes. 

360. Have you and he been walking about together ? — Certainly. 

361 . I suppose you never mentioned the subject about the 1 L note ? — What 
business had 1 to mention it when I knew he got it ; I might have mentioned it. 

362. Did your — Yes, I did. 

363. And you talked it over ? — ^Yes, often. 

364. Did you go to be examined at Mr. Coppock’s, in Parliament-street 5 — 
No. 

365. Do you know Mr. Coppock r — I do not know him ; I did not go to Par- 
liament-street. 

366. Did Mr. Coppock come and examine you r — I do not know who, but I 



was examined. , 

367. Were you examined by a gentleman who was the Parliamentary agent i 
— I cannot say what gentleman he was. 

368. Mr. Coppock was the Parliamentary agent ?— I do not know indeed. 

369. Had you not heard fi-om Mr. Somers that Mr. Coppock refused to go on 
with the petition?— I had no conversation of the kind with Mr. Somers. 

370. You were examined by another gentleman?— I was. 

371. Your evidence was taken down by another gentleman, and Kiiloran’s?— 
Yes. 

372 They did not believe, you t— I do not know whether they did or not. 

373. Mr. iVflrfe.] Did they tell you that they could not believe it ?—'l hey 



told me no such thing. . v, . 

374. Have you seen the gentleman who took your evidence down here to- 
day, Mr. Coppock ?— I do not Imow ; I really do not know him. 

375. Have you seen him to-day ?— I do not know whether I have or not. 



Re-examined by Mr. O’Corniell. 

376. You got the Speaker’s summons on the 2 d of April 1 — -I think so. 

377. You came here immediately ? — Yes, I did come over. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



234. 



c 3 



Jamei IVard. 



20 May 1856. 
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J. M. P. 



\C) MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



Mrs. Catharine Kilhran, sworn; and Examined. 

378. Mr. Slade.'l DID you kiss the book? — I did. 

379. Mr. Lewis.] Are you the wife of Edward Killoran ? — Yes. 

380. He is a baker r— Yes. 

381. Do you remember the last election at Sligo ? — Yes. 

3S2. Do you remember your husband coming to you a few days before the 
election ? — Y es. 

383. Did he tell you about his having seen either of the candidates ? — No, 
he did not tell me. 

3S4. Did he give you any money ? — He did. 

385. What was it ? — I /. 

386. A W, note? — Yes. 

387. Did he tell you where he got it from? — No, but he told me he would 
make more money of the election. 

388. Did he say who gave him that money?— No, he did not say to me at 
that time- 



Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

389. What time in the day was this when he came r — I cannot exactly say 
the time of the day. 

390. Was it morning, noon, or afternoon ? — I think about the course of the 
day ; I do not know exactly to the hour. 

39 ] . Was it before dinner, or after dinner, or tea time ? — Some people have 
a different time for dining, but I think it was after dinner. 

392. In the afternoon ? — ^Yes. 

393. Where were you in the house — In the little room behind the shop ; 
the kitchen. 

394. Did you ask him where he got it from ? — Not at that time ; he told me 
not to mind — “Take it, I willmake more money of the election.” 

395. How long have you been here ? — Since yesterday. 

396. Did you ever ted it to anybody ?— No. 

397. You kept it quite secret ? — Yes. 

398. And told it to nobody till you came up yesterday ? — No. 

399. Nobody there ? — Not one. 

Mr. C Connell stated that he had now closed the case of the Petitioner. 

llie Chairman stated that as the case lay in so narrow a compass, the 
Committee, would very much desire that Mr. O’Connell should make what 
comments he thought right upon it. 

Mr. O’ stated that as the case was so fresh in the recollection of 
the Committee he would consult the convenience both of his opponents 
and all other parties by not trespassing upon the time of the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Slade stated that be would give his learned friend very little trouble, 
and he would call Mr. Wynne himself. 



The Right Honourable John Wynne^ a Member of The House, having been 
sworn, was Examined by Mr. Slade. 

400. YOU are the sitting Member for Sligo ? — Yes. 

401. Mr. Mostyn was your agent, I believe ? — He was. 

402. Is it the fret that Mr. Mostyn had your positive instructions in no way 
whatever to contpvene the law expressly enacted with reference to bribery and 
treating ? — Nothing could be more explicit than my directions to him on that 
subject. 

403. You have heard the evidence given by tbe witness Killoran? — I have. 
4 p 4 -^ Is there a word of truth in that evidence ? — Not one single word from 

beginning to end. I might say one word, which might, as I am opposed to the 
oaths of three persons, be worth noting : I do not believe that I had given a 

1 1 . note 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 



>7 



1 1. note to any individual in the year 1 856 in the town of Sligo. I always paid 
large sums by cheques and small sums by oi'ders on a person who transacts 
business there for me in Sligo. I never carried a IZ. note about me. I had 
not a i/. note in my possession during the election, but one, that was handed 
me by Mr. Grabame, Mr. Somers’s agent, along with a notice to prove my 
qualification. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 

After a short time the Counsel and parties were again called in, and 
informed by the Chairman, that the Committee had unanimously come to 
the following Resolution : — 

“ That tlie Right Honourable John Wynne is duly elected a Burgess 
to serve in this present Parliament for the Borough of Sligo.” 

Mr. Slade stated that he must apply to the Committee further to resolve 
that the Petition was both frivolous and vexatious, and referred to the 
11th & 12th Viet. c. 98, s. 89, and read, “ Whenever any Committee 
appointed to try an Election Petition reports to the House that such 
Petition was frivolous and vexatious, the parties, if any, who have appeared 
before the Committee in opposition to such Petition, shall be entitled to 
recover from the persons, or any of them who s^ned such Petition, the 
full costs and expenses.” 

Mr. O'Connell was heard against the application. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 

After a short time, the Counsel and parties were again called in, and 
informed by the Chairman that the Committee had come to the following 
Resolutions : — 

“That the Petition of John Patrick Somers was frivolous and 
vexatious.” 

“ That it is the opinion of the Committee that there are strong 
grounds for believing that Edward Killoran and James Ward, in giving 
their evidence before the Committee, have been guilty of wilful and 
corrupt peijury.” 



Right Hon. 

/. Wynne, w. p. 



SO May 1856. 
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